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THE   PRESENT   REGULATION   OF  THE  EXAMINATION
The increase in the age involved, of course, a rais-
ing of the standard of the examination, and in order
to attract as candidates men who had already taken
a University degree, it was necessary to adapt the
examination to the ordinary curriculum. Each insti-
tution naturally desired to win these places for its
own graduates, and both Oxford and Cambridge
submitted plans for the examinations which would
particularly suit their own courses of study. The
Civil Service Examiners did what might have been
expected. They adopted, in the main, the sugges-
tions of Cambridge in regard to mathematics and
natural science, and the suggestions of Oxford in
regard to other things. It is, no doubt, partly for
this reason that most of the successful candidates
come from Oxford and Cambridge, and that the
Oxford men are more certain to succeed when they
offer classical subjects, and the Cambridge men when
they offer mathematical ones.
Up to the year 1895 the examination for the Civil
Service of India and that for the First Class Clerk-
ships for the Home Civil Service had been held sepa-
rately, although the requirements for the two were
very nearly the same. In that year, however, the
examinations were consolidated, and this had the
great advantage of enabling a candidate to compete
for both positions at one time. The number of
prizes to be gained at the examination was therefore